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Council Minutes 

Regular Session 

Tuesday, April 2, 2024 
 

The Freeman City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, April 2, 2024 at 6:30 pm at City Hall in Freeman.  Mayor 

Michael Walter called the meeting to order and the following members were present:  Charles Gering, Blaine Saarie, 

Clifford Tjaden, Elizabeth Waltner and Steve Waltner.  Also attending were Finance Officer Lisa Edelman, Duane 

Walters and Jay Slevin. 

 

Minutes  
S. Waltner moved to accept the minutes of the March 19, 2024 regular meeting as presented.  Saarie seconded the 

motion.   All votes aye. 

 

Vouchers  
E. Waltner moved to approve the vouchers listed below.  Tjaden seconded the motion.  Roll call:  all votes aye. 

    

PAYROLL – FINANCE 2957.70 JAMBOREE, resale 506.58 

PAYROLL – POLICE 9901.86 JOHNSON BROS, liquor 335.97 

PAYROLL – PUBLIC SAFETY 81.07 JP COOKE, dog tags 86.35 

PAYROLL – STREETS 1941.90 KLEINSASSER’S, repair 170.86 

PAYROLL – SEWER 6747.59 KNODEL CONTRACTORS, gravel 384.80 

PAYROLL – REFUSE 5353.97 KOERNER CONSTRUCTION, snow removal 255.10 

PAYROLL – RECYCLE 3013.13 LESLIE KEIERLEBER, cleaning 580.00 

PAYROLL – WATER 6050.55 MATHESON, amb supplies 85.73 

PAYROLL – AMBULANCE 5162.42 MCLEOD’S, election supplies 114.47 

PAYROLL – PARK/POOL 1217.64 MR G’S, repair 986.00 

PAYROLL – GOLF 4207.04 NORTHERN TURF, irrigation repair 21342.00 

PAYROLL – LIBRARY 6166.37 NORTHWESTERN ENERGY, electric & gas 11037.73 

MERCHANTS STATE BANK, 941 deposit 10193.48 ONE OFFICE, supplies 51.60 

ACH FEES, payroll & utilities 30.00 PERFORMANCE, resale 1743.29 

APPEARA, rugs 116.76 PITNEY BOWES, lease 165.54 

BARNES & NOBLE, library books 60.76 PITNEY BOWES, postage 301.50 

B-Y WATER, water purchase 4621.91 PLUNKETT’S, pest control 704.65 

B-Y WATER INTEREST 3168.00 RORY HERMSEN, resale 257.91 

C & B OPERATIONS, tractor lease, repair 3954.16 SANITATION PRODUCTS, repair 741.74 

CARDMEMBER SERVICES, supplies 697.75 SD DEPT OF HEALTH, testing 30.00 

CHS, fuel 671.94 SD DEPT OF REVENUE, sales tax 2190.88 

CITY OF FREEMAN, utilities 43.50 SDML, work comp 153.00 

CITY OF MITCHELL LANDFILL, garbage fees 3393.60 SECOND CENTURY, publishing 1045.89 

DAKOTA PUMP, repair 1840.77 SIOUX INTERNATIONAL, repair 740.72 

FIRST NET, police cell phones 107.08 SOUTHEASTERN ELECTRIC, electric 2205.82 

FREEMAN REGIONAL HEALTH, nursing staff 252.71 SQUARE, monthly subscription 35.00 

GOLDEN WEST, telephone service 1404.75 STERN OIL COMPANY, fuel 349.17 

HEIMAN, fire extinguisher service 2059.50   
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  VOUCHERS  79218.97 

  SALARIES 52801.24 

  TOTAL VOUCHERS & SALARIES 132020.21 

 

Financial Report 
Tjaden moved to approve the financial report as presented.  Saarie seconded the motion.  Roll call:  all votes aye. 

 

BATA 
Saarie updated the council regarding the Freeman Community Meeting that the Brookings Area Transit Authority had 

last week regarding the building project to house their buses.  BATA informed the group that another building project 

that they bid came in higher than expected and they are asking for a commitment from the city in the amount of 

$34,000.00 to help cover the additional anticipated expenses for this project.  It was recommended that this be 

discussed again at the next meeting after looking into other options for assistance. 

 

Police Grant 
Chief Slevin updated the council on the grant that was discussed at previous meetings and answered some of the 

questions that the council had.  He stated that the grant deadline is in May.  After some discussion, it was 

recommended to wait until the following year to apply for the grant. 

 

Clean Up Days 

S. Waltner moved to set Saturday, June 8 from 12:00 pm-5 pm and Wednesday, June 12, from 3 pm-7pm, as 
clean up days to provide free access to the City Rubble Site. This opportunity is available only to Freeman 
residents and those living within one mile of City limits. Only items currently accepted will be allowed, with 
an additional charge for electronics.  Gering seconded the motion. All votes aye. 
 

Other Business 
Edelman:  Informed the council that the code enforcement officer will be in town this week. 

 

S. Waltner:  Reported that there have been issues at the community center that will be discussed and a plan presented 

to the council at the next meeting. 

 

Saarie:  Informed the group that officer Nankivel’s training is going well.  The street committee met and plan on 

catching up on chip sealing this summer. 

 

Walters:  Updated the council on what repairs are needed and reported that Reede Construction will be in town to fix 

the warranty work from the Main Street Project.  

 

Next Meeting Date  
The next meeting of the Freeman City Council will take place on Tuesday, April 16, 2024 at 6:30 pm.  
 

Executive Session 
S. Waltner moved to go into Executive Session at 7:19 pm pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) personnel and SDCL 1-25-2(4) 

contract negotiation.  E. Waltner seconded the motion.  All votes aye.   

 

S. Waltner declared out of executive session at 7:48 pm. 
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S. Waltner moved to enter into a contract with Nathan Schrag for IT consulting at $90/hour with an hour per month 

guarantee.  Saarie seconded the motion.  All votes aye. 

 

Adjournment 
S. Waltner moved to adjourn at 7:49 pm.  Gering seconded motion.  All votes aye. 

 

 
 

Lisa Edelman, Finance Officer        Michael Walter, Mayor 

 

 

 


